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then included in western Malwa. But sixty years prior to Ms
visit would mean that in A. D. 570 there must have ruled over these
areas a king named Silfiditya. No Gupta king ever bore this title
and the only earliest monarch who was graced with this title was
the Maitraka ruler Siladitya I whose known dates are G. E. years 286
and,290l which are equivalent to A.D. 608 and 610. The latter date would
imply a difference in forty years which may provisionally be allotted
to Siladitya 1 for it is not an extraordinary length of a reign for a
king ; secondly none of his predecessors had this title of Siladitya; and
thirdly, Yuan Chwang's details about him may be compared with the
following words which are recorded about him in th-e Alma copper-
plate grant of Siladitya VII, dated A. D. 766-67, Siladitya I "acquired
the second name of Dharmadifcya by pursuit of wealth happiness and
riches, illumined by conformity with religion...who supported the
great burden of weighty desires on a cushion that was his shoulder...
who though his intellect was pure through his mastering the endmost
divisions of the limits of all sciences,...who, though his heart possessed
a profundity that could be fathomed by no people, yet had a most agree-
able disposition that was displayed by the excess of (his) good
actions."3
These words of the Allna plates may in turn be compared with
another passage wherein Yuan Cliwang says thus in his Life
about the Siladitya to whom he refers: " Tradition says; Sixty years
before this there was a king called Siltiditya, of high talent and
singular learning. He was humane, affectionate, generous, and
sweetly attached to his people. He was from the first supremely
reverent to the doctrine of the three precious ones; and from the
time lie became king to his death no improper word had proceeded
from his mouth, nor had his face ever flushed with passion*.,, Thus
for fifty years lie continued on the throne carrying out these most
excellent works without cessation; and he thus endeared himself to his
people, and Ms memory is still revered/'8 From these words of
Yuan Ohwang two important conclusions can be drawn : first is that
this Siladitya was an ideal king and was in every way worthy of
his biruda of Dharmtlditya which is given to him in the inscriptions
of his dynasty. Secondly, this Siladitya seems to haye ruled for fifty
years on the throne. A.S stated earlier according to.the chrono-
logy suggested in these pages it has been presumed that Sili.-
ditya might have ruled for forty years from A, D, 570, (that |s
1 Cf. I A., XIV, p. 323; Fleet;CJ,/. Ill, Intr. p. 41,
'   2 Fleet, Ibid, (39), p. 181.
3 Shamans Hwui Li and Yen Tsung, Life, pp. 148-149. Italics Kiiue.